2009 Western Australian IOM State Championships
The weekend of October 10 and 11 was cold and windy, with a few showers on each day. In Perth, 20 One Meter skippers fronted for the 2009 State Championships at Champion Lakes.
South East to South West winds blew all weekend – just about straight down the lake. We sailed in two fleets, with long courses, making it a really good test of Radio Sailing. There was quite significant wave action on the race course, which was a bit different to what we are used to.  
The PRO for Saturday was Bob Paton, and on Sunday Graeme Howie. Gordon Loan once again looked after the scoring for the regatta with his customary precision. Andree Bennett, Rod Moss, John Goor, Alwyn Jarman and Richard Fielder all contributed to the running of the weekend working on buoy watching, boat driving and finish judging.
Saturday’s racing was eventful to say the least. In the A fleet race of Heat 8, the wind built just as the boats were being launched. Until that time, all boats had A rigs up. The fleet made it up to the windward mark, and then the fun began. The entire fleet spent the next 5 minutes gyrating, nose-diving, getting laid flat and pirouetting down the reaches. Several boats ran up onto the bank on the opposite side of the lake, and there was quite a bit of damage. Skippers went diving for B rigs, and the rest of the afternoon saw some very fast sailing.
At the end of Day 1, Glenn Dawson held a one point lead from Rosco Bennett and Roger Paul. Hub Bell sat in fourth, but still in striking distance.
Sunday’s wind felt like it was straight off the south-pole. A few showers didn’t help matters. In a repeat of Saturday’s carnage, the second race of the day again turned into a downwind disaster zone. Glenn came round the leeward mark with a big lead, but the sheet flicked the boat switch off. Fortunately for him, the boat was headed directly towards the shore. After recovering the boat, turning it back on, managed to record an interesting race win. 
Racing continued to be close, with Roger getting a couple of good results. Gary Cotterell and Justin McAullay also had their boats travelling well after suffering a few problems the day before. Hub Bell and Chris Woods had moments of glory with some impressive results. 
As the day wore on, Roger gradually imposed a small lead over Glenn, with another small gap growing to Ross. Consistency was proving to be the major factor, as Roger hardly ever placed outside the top few in each race.  Justin was pressing hard, whilst Hub suffered a couple of problems, coming back to the pack.
After an eventful series, Roger went back to back with his second Western Australian IOM Championship. In accepting his prize, he gave a vote of thanks to all competitors for a very clean, fair and hard fought regatta, which he had to work hard to win.
Photos have been uploaded to the Champion Lakes Radio Sailing site at http://www.clrsc.com under Major Events in the photo gallery.
